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PREFACE 

Fundamentals of Emergency Management has been written to provide comprehensive 

coverage of the major topics that prospective emergency managers should understand about the 

way human systems attempt to cope with extreme events in their physical and social 

environments. This book does not repeat the material in FEMA training courses or federal 

agency guidance nor provide step-by-step instructions on how to comply with state and federal 

requirements. Neither does this book provide a detailed review all of the disaster-related 

literature from any of the physical, biological, or social sciences or from architecture, 

engineering, or planning. Rather, it attempts to identify the essential information needed to 

become a competent emergency manager.  

The material does not presume a background in any particular discipline. Consequently, 

the coverage of some topics will seem quite elementary to a student with a background in that 

area. For example, the chapter on the principal hazards of the United States will be quite familiar 

to geography students. Indeed, the coverage of some topics might seem oversimplified to readers 

with advanced training. This is an inevitable consequence of the compromises that must be made 

when condensing a very large literature into a very small number of pages.  

This book is intended to support a single semester course for the advanced undergraduate 

in a program—such as planning, public administration, or public health—in which emergency 

management is a minor or even just a single course. It will also be useful to graduate students at 

the Master’s and doctoral levels. At this level, the instructor will probably wish to supplement 

the weekly chapter assignment with one or more additional readings. 

Although we are the only ones listed as authors, there are others who made significant 

contributions to this book. First, we acknowledge the financial support of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers. In particular, we wish to thank Dr. 

Wayne Blanchard for his contributions to the FEMA Higher Education Program that made this 

book and many emergency management courses possible. We wish to thank Professors Tom 

Drabek, Bob Stallings, and Dave Simpson for their extensive comments on an earlier draft of the 

book. We also thank D. Shawn Fenn and Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel for their contributions to a 

review of the draft at Emmitsburg.  
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